Tributes

A Tribute to Justice Byron R. White
The Honorable William H. Rehnquist t When Byron R. White first took his seat on the Supreme Court on April 16, 1962, he was one of the youngest appointments to the Court in this century, and the first former Supreme Court law clerk to become a Justice. ' In the course of his thirty-one-year tenure on the Court, he served with three Chief Justices and twenty Associate Justices during the administration of eight Presidents. By the time he stepped down from the bench on June 28, 1993, he had authored more than 450 majority opinions for the Court.
Since the announcement of his retirement, journalists, scholars, and commentators have analyzed the White personality, jurisprudence, and legacy. Some have described Byron White, for example, as a "very hard, toughminded, well-reasoned" jurist. Others portray him as "non-doctrinaire"--a jurist without ideology or social agenda who decides each case narrowly and on its own merits. I think these views have a good deal of truth in them. As the members of the Court wrote to Justice White on the occasion of his retirement: ".... you have exhibited a firm resolve not to be classified in any one doctrinal pigeonhole. The important decisions which you have authored for the Court in virtually every field of law will remain as a testament to your years of service here."
The First Amendment is just one area of the law in which Justice White's opinions for the Court have changed the legal landscape. These opinions also demonstrate how his judicial work defies easy categorization. In the well- Justice White authored countless other landmark opinions in countless fields of law-constitutional and otherwise. That no "Byron R. White School of Jurisprudence" remains behind only serves to underscore his unique influence on the Court during the years of his lengthy service. Those of us who daily served with him likely have a greater appreciation for his contributions than can be obtained by simply reading his opinions or tallying his votes in cases decided during his tenure. Given the force of his powerful intellect, the breadth of his experience, and his institutional memory, Justice White consistently played a major role in the Court's discussion of cases at its weekly conferences. His comments there reflected not only his meticulous preparation and rigorous understanding of the Court precedent bearing on the question, but also pithily expressed his sense of the practical effect of a given decision. Justice White's views carried great weight with the Conference for those reasons.
